Foreword

Thus Book oRIGINATED v a lecture series given in the
1940s at Theosophical University, Point Loma, California,
and also in the San Diego area. Its objective is to distill from
the vast range of Qabbalistic literature those essentials which
bear the stamp of the archaic tradition; in other words, a
presentation in broad outline of the theosophy in the Qab-
balah. Obviously the present study does not comprise all
that Qabbalah teaches, nor is any theme handled exhaus-
tively. It is hoped that the esotericism of the original Chal-
dean Qabbalah (the occult basis of the Hebrew Qabbalah)
will be recognized for what it is: one of the theosophies of
antiquity, inherited by the Hebrews from the ancient Chal-
deans, who received this “theosophy of the angels” from the
Council of the Wise.

Transliteration and pronunciation of Hebrew are dis-
cussed in Appendix 1. Transliteration of Hebrew and Ara-
maic terms is based on the system used by G. de Purucker
of Theosophical University, updated through consultation
with current systems. Appendix 2 is a glossary of the Qab-
balistic terms included in this study, with their derivation,
as this often yields insight into a term’s philosophic conno-
tation and its relationship with other terms.

— G.EK.
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